
 

Bonsai Show – August 1, 2020 – Featured Artists and Instructors 

Pauline Muth and Bill Valavanis 
 

Pauline Muth has been studying, learning, and practicing bonsai for 

over 40 years and has traveled across the country and internationally 
teaching bonsai. She began her journey in bonsai studying botany in 
college and now maintains a collection of hardy and non-hardy trees set in 
a large garden space. Pauline has extensive experience across several 
bonsai organizations, serving in numerous leadership capacities, 
conference facilitation, and associated activities including: 

• Mohawk Hudson Bonsai Society: Pauline is a 35+ year member of 
this society in the capital district area of New York State, serving on 
their Board of Directors since her second year in the club, serving 
as: Director at large (2 years), Secretary (1 year), Newsletter Editor 
(15 years), Program Chair (12 years), Show Chair (20 years), Vice 
President (8 years), and President (9 years). Pauline has served on 
the Board of Directors of the Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies since 
2001, was Coordinator of speaker needs throughout membership 
until 2011, and is Past President and the current vendor 
chairperson.  

• American Bonsai Society (ABS): Served the Board of Directors of as Secretary 2001-2005, Vice-
President 2005-2006, and President 2007-2010. Pauline is active in ABS seminars and conferences, 
including as the Supervisor of ABS Book and Boutique Service 2004-2007, Chairperson for ABS 
Learning Seminars 2006 In Saratoga Springs NY, 2007 in Virginia Beach VA Registrar, Co-Chair for 2008 
San Antonio, Registrar for 2009 Boise, Chair for 2013 Saratoga Springs, and Co-Chair for 2014 
Sacramento CA. She is the Current coordinator of Learning Seminars including 2020 Global Bonsai 
Seminars in Washington, DC.  

• Bonsai Clubs International (BCI): Served on Board of Directors for Corresponding Secretary for 2002-
2008, Secretary 2008-2009, Executive Director 2009-2013, and Treasurer 2013-2014. Pauline received 
the BCI’s Meritorious Service Award in 2014.  

Pauline has owned and operated a bonsai teaching studio for 25 years. She is a frequent bonsai speaker at 
various garden and bonsai clubs and conventions and is a contributing bonsai article writer for Bonsai Online 
Magazine, ABS Journal, and a local newsletter. Pauline is the author of several bonsai books and keynote 
presentations, and has been the recipient of local, regional and international bonsai awards including the 
Bonsai Angel Award in in 2019.  
 

For more details visit Pauline’s website. 
 
 
 

http://www.pfmbonsai.com/


 

 

Bonsai Show – August 1, 2020 – Featured Artists and Instructors 

Pauline Muth and Bill Valavanis 
 

William N. Valavanis 
Professional bonsai artist, educator and scholar, Wm. N. Valavanis has 
been studying bonsai for nearly 60 years. Two horticultural degrees, a 
30-year study with Yuji Yoshimura, and bonsai apprenticeship in Omiya 
Bonsai Village have provided him with the solid background to continue 
learning and sharing his bonsai knowledge, skill and creative beauty 
around the world. He has been publishing International BONSAI 
magazine, the first and only professional bonsai magazine in the United 
States for 42 years. Bill has authored 11 bonsai books and many articles 
published in English, Japanese, and other European languages. 
 
Bill has been organizing the extraordinarily successful US National 
Bonsai Exhibitions since 2008 which has become the highest quality 
exhibition in the United States.  
 
The US National Arboretum in Washington, DC honored Bill for his life-
long dedication to bonsai, creative bonsai excellence and contributions 
for the advancement of bonsai in the American bonsai community by 
inducting him into the US Bonsai Hall of Fame. He is the third and only living member following John Naka 
and Yuji Yoshimura. Bill became the first American and Westerner invited to assist in the judging and 
providing English language walking tours for the Nippon Bonsai Taikan Exhibition in Japan, one of Japan’s 
highest quality shows. 
 

For more about Bill and his work, check out:  

• www.valavanisbonsaiblog.com 

• www.internationalbonsai.com 

• www.usnationalbonsai.com 

• wnv@internationalbonsai.com 
 

http://www.valavanisbonsaiblog.com/
http://www.internationalbonsai.com/
http://www.usnationalbonsai.com/
mailto:wnv@internationalbonsai.com

